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Tennessee Talks is a grant-funded project of the Tennessee Department of Education. Regional contracts are working collaboratively to provide assistance to educational teams as they address the needs of their students with significant communication challenges.
Tennessee Talks will work directly with schools at no cost to assist support students, school staff, and parents interested in learning more about AAC. It is our goal to disseminate information on evidence-based practices, provide helpful resources, support teams and SLPs as they begin to address the needs of their students, and support long-term learning through the development of professional learning communities.
Services
Partnering with Tennessee Public Schools to Support Students with Complex Communication Needs




Students
Tennessee Talks can:
	Provide guidance and resources for completing student AT-AAC assessments (we do NOT independently complete assessments, but assist school-based SLP staff with process to support learning)

	Help teams identify necessary access supports (e.g., switches, mounts, etc.) for students with physical disabilities

	Assist teams with matching students with appropriate communication systems







Devices
Tennessee Talks can:
Offer trials of devices and equipment from our regional AAC lending libraries
	Support with learning to customize device programming

	Assist in procuring communication systems for students

	Troubleshoot problems with current AT-AAC equipment or practices







Speech Therapists and Parents
Tennessee Talks can:
	Provide staff and parent trainings on topics related to AAC

	Expand participants knowledge through creation of educational webinars and professional learning communities

	Offer resources to support student AT-AAC use and learning
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                From TAAT 2021, the Let’s Talk AAC presentation and resources.
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                How do we pay for Assistive Technology, especially the expensive communication systems our students need? At TAAT, the presentation “Show Me the Money” provided information on traditional funding options through insurance and resources for alternative funding sources to help with co-pays and paying for non-covered items.
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                Join TRIAD January through March 2023 for the Community of Practice Series. The purpose of this series is to build professional relationships and develop shared practices related to autism and communication. This virtual series will include four sessions.
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                What can you do when your tried and true bag of fun tricks are just not engaing your student? We all have had that one student who just doesn’t respond to any of our regular games and activities.
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                TWO session options:  #1 - Overview of AAC Assessment for SLPs            or    #2  AAC Implementation Strategies for the Classroom
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                Topic: Halloween Night (kids can talk about what they will be for Halloween)
In this series of round-table workshops, we hope to provide helpful information while creating a network of parents/caregivers who will be able to share their ideas, struggles, and successes with other parents.
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                Open session for teachers to learn about AAC and discuss any issues they are having. This week's theme: Thanksgiving Words!
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                Topic: Describing Words
In this series of round-table workshops, we hope to provide helpful information while creating a network of parents/caregivers who will be able to share their ideas, struggles, and successes with other parents.
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                Open session for teachers to learn about AAC and discuss any issues they are having. This week's theme: Describing Words!
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                Topic: Halloween Words
In this series of round-table workshops, we hope to provide helpful information while creating a network of parents/caregivers who will be able to share their ideas, struggles, and successes with other parents.
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                Vicki Haddix, M.S., CCC-SLP
University of Memphis
[email protected]
(901) 678-5800

Carol B. Wright
Mid-South Access Center for Technology
[email protected]
(901) 678-1489
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Signal Centers Assistive Technology Services
[email protected]
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Little Tennessee Valley Educational Cooperative
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(865) 458-8900
Sabina LaClair M.S., CCC-SLP
Little Tennessee Valley Educational Cooperative
[email protected]
(865) 458-8900
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                Tennessee Talks is a grant project funded by the Tennessee Department of Education.



            

          
      



 



 




  
  
    
      
        
          
          
        
      

    
      
        
          
          
        
      

    
  





 







		      

		    

		  

		
 
		
	